
Things change slow ly in Pri n c e t on ,
Ill i n o i s , a town of Vi c t o rian houses

and cobblestoned stre e t s . Over the past
h u n d red ye a r s , the population has grow n
f rom five thousand to seve n ty - two hun-
d re d . The parking meters on Main
St reet still take dimes, n i ck e l s , and pen-
n i e s ; v i o l a t i ons ca r ry a fifty-cent fin e .
And for thirty - t h ree years David Si lve r-
berg has been a re p o rter here, a corre-
s p ondent for the La Sa lle News Tri b u n e,
a daily with ro u g h ly tw e n ty thousand
readers in three counties. He works out
o f a secon d - floor office on Main St re e t ,
a b ove an insurance agency and acro s s
the street from the China Buffe t ,w h i ch
he has never frequented because he go e s
h ome for lunch eve ry day.

Si lve rberg is, in the fullest sense of
the word , a new s p a p e rm a n . In the few
d ays I spent with him, he snapped ph o-
tos of t h ree Chamber of C om m e rc e
H onor Roll inductees (a fourth had died
that morn i n g ) , t o ok an ad from a loca l
b u s i n e s s m a n , and wrote an art i cle on a
n i n e ty - on e - year-old former village su-
p e rintendent and another on a couple
who were hosting two foreign exch a n g e
s t u d e n t s .I f a reader ca lls him at home in
the evening to complain of a missed
n ew s p a p e r — h e’s had the same listed
ph one number for thirty - t h ree ye a r s —
Si lve rberg will person a lly deliver a copy.
He is often awakened late at night to
c over a house fire or a car wre ck ; t h e
paper has a policy of running a story
about any automobile accident in which
s om e one has been tick e t e d , i n j u re d , o r
k i lled—or has hit a deer. He halfheart-
e dly complains about the long hours
( u s u a lly fifty to sixty hours a week) and
the low pay (thirty - t h ree thousand eight
h u n d red doll a r s ) , but he loves both his
w o rk and the com mu n i ty he writes for.

“Le t’s just say I know a lot of p e o p l e, ”
he told me.“T h a t’s one of the advantages
of s t aying in the same place.The people
o f B u reau County have alw ays been
w on d e rful to me. T h ey helped my wife

and me through a tragedy we had.” I n
1 9 7 4 ,his six-year-old son was run over by
a school bus and kill e d .“I ca n’t say enough
about the people of B u reau County. ”

In dress and in manner, Si lve rb e r g,
who is fifty - s i x , resembles the ch i l d re n’s
t e l ev i s i on person a l i ty Mr. R o g e r s . H e
wears ca rd i g a n s , w h i ch are alw ays but-
t on e d , and open-at-the-neck ox f o rd
s h i rt s . His slender build and hunch e d
shoulders make him appear phys i ca lly
v u l n e ra b l e .He speaks without infle c t i on ,
almost in a deadpan ton e, as if t h e re were
a punch line waiting at the end of eve ry
t h o u g h t . (T h e re never is.) When yo u
ask him how he’s doing,he answers,“A ll
ri g h ty. ”H e’s also a deeply religious man,
a Christian (though his father was Jew i s h ) ,
in whom people often con fid e . “E ve ry-
body knows Dave, ” one local business-
man said. “And eve rybody trusts him.”

T h e re will pro b a b ly alw ays be a place
for small - t own re p o rt e r s , who re c o rd
s ch o o l - b o a rd meetings, tout local sport s
v i c t o ri e s , and keep tabs on the com i n g s
and goings at the county court h o u s e .O f
the nation’s fifteen hundred daily new s-
p a p e r s , tw o - t h i rds have a circ u l a t i on of
less than tw e n ty - five thousand. But re-
p o rting on neighbors and friends may be
a m ong the toughest of j o u rnalistic as-
s i g n m e n t s — one that re q u i res both back-
b one and at least a pinch of h u m i l i ty.
You fre q u e n t ly run into the subjects of
your stori e s , at the superm a rket or on
Main St re e t , and if your readers are look-
ing for you they cert a i n ly know where to
find yo u .“People around here will let yo u
k n ow how they fe e l , ” Si lve rberg said.

For his part , Si lve rberg has cove re d
s ome mu rder and drug tri a l s , i n cl u d i n g
one inv o lving two local businessmen,
w h i ch took him to Chica go for thre e
w e e k s . But the stories he’s proudest of
c on c e rn the con s o l i d a t i on of four county
high sch o o l s , a process that spanned six
ye a r s . “I get to see something from start
to fin i s h , f rom the first meeting to the
re fe rendum to the building of a new
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s ch o o l , ”he told me.“I t’s just been a re a lly
neat experi e n c e . ” The story Si lve rb e r g
has become best known for amon g
f riends and neighbors,h ow eve r, is one he
stumbled on by accident. Si lve rb e r g’s
biggest scoop—which , a ll things con-
s i d e re d ,h e’d rather not talk about—in-
v o lves Bureau County Sh e ri f f G re g
J oh n s on , a questionable ra f fle, and a
dead re p o rt e r.

Greg Joh n s on , a bro a d - s h o u l d e re d
man with a receding hairline and a

b u s hy mu s t a ch e,was a popular sheri f f. I n
1 9 9 4 ,he had run against his boss, w h o’d
been sheri f f for a deca d e, and won ,
m o s t ly because of the admira t i on he’d
e a rned during his years working under-
c over as a Bureau County deputy. In the

f a ll of 1 9 9 8 , Sh e ri f f J oh n s on held a
tw e n ty - d o ll a r - a - t i cket ra f fle to ra i s e
m on ey for his re ë l e c t i on . First pri ze was
a bra n d - n ew Harl ey - D a v i d s on .

The ra f fle came and went, and the
t ownspeople began to wonder who’d
w on the bike. A new Harl ey in a tow n
the size of Pri n c e t on ,a fter all , would be
n o t i c e d . Fi n a lly, a fter weeks of s p e c u l a-
t i on in the local ca f é s , one ticket buye r
decided he’d been bamboozled and con-
sulted a lawye r. Nothing ever came of
t h a t , but a local re p o rter named T h e t i s
Sims started nosing aro u n d .Si m s , a part -
time corre s p ondent for the Kew a n e e S ta r
C o u ri er, a small paper based in the county
just west of B u re a u , h e a rd that mayb e
J oh n s on had pocketed the mon ey. Sh e
also heard that Joh n s on , who was mar-

ried and had a teen-age daughter,had fa-
t h e red a child with a woman in Lu b-
b o ck ,Te x a s , and had used a county car to
make visits there . Sims found the birt h
announcement on-line in the Lu b b o ck
Ava l a n ch e - J o u rn a l. She tri e d , over sev-
e ral weeks, to get an interv i ew with the
Sh e ri f f, who refused to speak with her.

Thetis Sims in many ways was the
antithesis of Si lve rb e r g.She fancied her-
s e l f a big-city re p o rt e r.Her friends nick-
named her Scoop. The mother of s i x
g rown ch i l d re n , she was a rather large
w om a n , who had a heart con d i t i on . Sh e
had to stop cove ring the Pri n c e t on City
Council because of the lon g, steep walk
f rom the parking lot. The bright flo ra l
d resses she favored re flected her go o d
ch e e r, and she was genera lly well liked,
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though her bluntness irritated some peo-
p l e . It was pre t ty well known aro u n d
Pri n c e t on that Sims didn’t like Joh n s on
and that she had supported his oppon e n t
in the recent election .

Si m s ’s pursuit of the Sh e ri f f u n-
n e rved her editor, D a ve Clark e, b e ca u s e
his newspaper ra re ly ran inve s t i g a t i ve
p i e c e s . At one point, he told Sims he’d
p re fer “to re p o rt on som e one else’s inve s-
t i g a t i on rather than take the lead,”and so
put off running a story. It also, a p p a r-
e n t ly, d i s c om fited Joh n s on ,b e cause last
ye a r, on the morning of T h u r s d ay, Fe b-
ru a ry 11th, he decided to pay Sims a
v i s i t . What happened next is uncl e a r —
J oh n s on refuses to say mu ch and some of
what he does say con flicts with other ev-
i d e n c e—but this mu ch is cert a i n :s h o rt ly
a fter his arrival at Si m s ’s hom e, Si m s
slumped over in her re cl i n e r.A round her
l ay her re p o rt e r’s notebook , a pamph l e t
on the Fre e d om of I n f o rm a t i on Ac t ,a n d
four pages faxed from the State Board of
E l e c t i ons relating to the ra f fle .J oh n s on
ca lled for an ambulance and later told
Si m s ’s family and friends that he hadn’t
p e rf o rmed C.P. R. b e cause the latex
g l oves he ca r ried for such an occa s i on
kept bre a k i n g. An autopsy determ i n e d
that Si m s , who was fifty - five, died of a
h e a rt attack .

In a farew e ll to Si m s ,C l a rke wrote in
his column that she “fit t i n g ly died with

her boots on . ” But he dropped the in-
q u i ry into the Sh e ri f f ’s con d u c t ;his paper
d i d n’t have the re s o u rc e s , he told me.

Si lve rberg had had his own run-in with
Sh e ri f f J oh n s on seve ral years earl i e r.

Du ring Joh n s on’s first term in offic e, tw o
young boys on a school bus spotted a ca r
ove rt u rned in a small stream along a
c o u n t ry ro a d .When they got hom e, t h ey
told their mother, who ca lled the sheri f f ’s
d e p a rt m e n t . A deputy searched the loca-
t i on and found nothing. The next day,
deputies continued the search and eve n-
t u a lly found the ca r, h a l f hidden under a
b ri d g e . The dri ver had appare n t ly died
s h o rt ly after impact.But Sh e ri f f J oh n s on ,
p re s u m a b ly embarrassed by the time it
t o ok to find the wre ck , p u b l i cly implied
that the woman had given them inaccu-
rate inform a t i on . Si lve rberg had know n
the woman since she was a child in 4-H,
and believed her story. It was a seemingly
s m a ll matter, but Si lve rberg ch a fed at a
public offic i a l’s twisting the facts. So he
filed his first ever Fre e d om of I n f o rm a-
t i on Act re q u e s t , for the 911 tape. I t
t u rned out that the woman had given the
d i s p a t cher the right loca t i on , w h i ch Si l-
ve rberg re p o rted in a foll ow-up story.

A fter Si m s ’s death,Si lve rberg heard the
buzz about the ra f fle and about the Sh e r-
i f f ’s alleged trips to see his mistre s s .T h i s
was big stuff in Pri n c e t on ,w h e re tow n s-
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people are so attentive to pro p ri e ty that the
c o u n ty circuit cl e rk was interrogated about
$26.36 paid to an employee for a day that
the cl e rk ’s office had been cl o s e d .But Si l-
ve rberg was ambivalent about pursuing
the story, b e cause the rumors seemed so
i nv a s i ve of the Sh e ri f f ’s private life, a n d
b e ca u s e,as he told me later,he wasn’t cer-
tain it “was my place to make new s . ”

And then,one eve n i n g,Si lve rberg ra n
into Thetis Si m s ’s husband, C l e t u s , a t
Wa l - M a rt . Cletus con firmed that his
w i fe had been investigating the ra f fle and
the matter of the missing Harl ey. H e
also told Si lve rberg that, at the hospital
w h e re the paramedics had taken his wife,
the Sh e ri f f m e n t i oned that he had been
s h owing Thetis something before she
d i e d .Cletus believed that the Sh e ri f f h a d
p resented Thetis with an anonymous let-
ter that had been mailed to neighbors
e a rlier that same day, accusing Cletus of
sex cri m e s . It was signed, “A Con c e rn e d
Father and a saddened Husband.” (T h e
a c c u s a t i ons were com p l e t e ly unfounded.)
To Cletus, it seemed clear that the Sh e r-
i f f was trying to intimidate his wife into
b a cking off her inve s t i g a t i on . Si lve rb e r g
was horri fie d . “ O h , my God!” he ex-
claimed to Cletus. “What a way to die!”
Si lve rberg re m e m b e re d ,t o o, that duri n g
Sh e ri f f J oh n s on’s re ë l e c t i on ca m p a i g n
another anonymous letter had been cir-
c u l a t e d , w h i ch accused Joh n s on’s oppo-
nent of heinous cri m e s ,i n cluding beat-
ing his wife .The incident blew ove r, a n d
was never re p o rted in the local papers,b u t
t h e re were townspeople who attri b u t e d
the Sh e ri f f ’s victory to those ch a r g e s —
w h i ch were entire ly unsubstantiated.

Si lve rberg made an appointment to
see the Sh e ri f f at his offic e, in a small ,
squat edifice across the street from the
c o u rt h o u s e . Si lve rberg asked an editor,
Lo ri Cinotte, to accom p a ny him so that
he would have a witness to whatever the
Sh e ri f f had to say. “From my dealings
with Mr. J oh n s on , I knew what he was
capable of d o i n g, ”he told me, re fe r ring to
the incident of the ove rt u rned ca r.At the
m e e t i n g, the Sh e ri f f a p p e a red bored by
Si lve rb e r g’s question s . He explained im-
p a t i e n t ly that the state police were inve s-
tigating Si m s ’s death, and that som e on e
f rom Chica go whose name he didn’t re-
member had won the Harl ey. He also
told Si lve rberg that he couldn’t provide fi-
nancial details about the ra f fle because his
campaign re c o rds had been subpoenae d
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by his wife,who had filed for divorc e .Si l-
ve rberg did not ask about the anonym o u s
l e t t e r.The meeting lasted ten minutes;a f-
t e rw a rd Si lve rberg told Cinotte he wasn’t
s u re there was anything to wri t e . “D a ve
k n ew how it might be perc e i ve d — t h a t
D a ve Si lve rberg and the News Tri b u n ew e re
on a witch - h u n t , ” Cinotte later told me.

That same day,Si lve rberg ca lled Pri n c e-
t on’spolice ch i e f,who had been Joh n s on’s
ca m p a i g n - c ommittee ch a i rm a n . O f t h e
ra f fle, the ch i e f admitted to Si lve rb e r g,“I
understand a guy won ,but I ca n’t find out
w h o. ” It was the re p o rt e r’s first indica t i on
that people close to Joh n s on also had ques-
t i ons about the ra f fle, and so Si lve rb e r g
wrote a front-page story about it, w h i ch
a p p e a red on Ap ril 28th.It mentioned that
the winner of the bike was a Chica go a n ,
and that Sims had been working on a story
about the ra f fle when she died.It also con-
tained a passage that, even in Si lve rb e r g’s
s t raight-ahead pro s e, let his readers know
that he,t o o,had question s .The para g ra ph —
v a ri a t i ons of w h i ch appeared like a re f rain in
the numerous art i cles that Si lve rberg wro t e
on the Sh e ri f f in the coming mon t h s —
re a d , “Thetis Si m s , 5 5 , o f 100 First St . ,
Ti s k i lwa suffe red a heart attack while
talking with Bureau County Sh e ri f f G re g
J oh n s on in her home around 12:30 P.M.
on Fe b. 1 1 . Sims and Joh n s on were the
on ly ones in Si m s ’ house at the time.”

Si lve rb e r g’s story immediately ca u s e d
a stir. The next morn i n g, the Sh e ri f f ’s
w i fe ca lled and told the re p o rter that she
and Joh n s on were on ly separa t e d , a n d
that she had no documents relating to
the ra f fle . She also told him that Joh n s on
had told her som e one from Mich i g a n
had won the motorcycl e . Si lve rb e r g
p rom p t ly wrote another front-page art i-
cl e . It had been two and a half m on t h s
since Si m s ’s death.

When Si lve rberg published his tw o
a rt i cl e s , people were shock e d :n o

one in Pri n c e t on could re ca ll having
h e a rd such all e g a t i ons leve lled at a loca l
politician before . ( “This isn’t Chica go, ”
m a ny people I encountered re m a rk e d . )
I n d e e d , the on ly re a s on tow n s p e o p l e
t o ok the charges against the Sh e ri f f s e ri-
o u s ly, one businessman told me, was that
“D a ve is who he is.” It was cl e a r, said an-
other re s i d e n t , that “D a ve wasn’t satis-
fie d . ” Si m s ’s daughter Melissa said to
m e, “You meet him,h e’s meek and mild,
a nervous fe ll ow. But nobody had the

b a lls to do it fir s t . And then Dave did it.”
The Sh e ri f f was incensed.He issued a

p re p a red statement—a ra re occurrence in
Pri n c e t on , w h e re if a nyone has som e-
thing to say publicly he usually just ca ll s
the paper or walks over to Si lve rb e r g’s of-
fic e .In the statement,the Sh e ri f f d e cl a re d
that a Lyle Ra w s on ,o f C h i ca go,had won
the ra f fle, and that he had chosen to take
tw e lve thousand dollars in cash ra t h e r
than the bike.“Thetis Si m s , as a re p o rt e r
for the Kewanee S tar Couri er, asked to
talk with me at her hom e, ”he con t i n u e d .
“ So on after my arrival while exch a n g i n g
initial pleasantri e s ,Thetis had a heart at-
t a ck . . . . An autopsy found that T h e t i s
died from natural ca u s e s . . . . It is shame-
ful to use Thetis Si m s ’ death as a spri n g-
b o a rd to launch a malicious smear ca m-
paign against me.”He con cl u d e d ,“This is
a big case of p o l i t i cal sour gra p e s . ”

Si lve rb e r g’s stories galv a n i zed his
c ompetitors across the street at the Bu-
reau County R e p u bl i ca n, a thri c e - w e e k ly
p a p e r.“D a ve big-time surp rised us,” s a i d
Lo ri Hamer, t h i rty - f o u r, who was one of
eight re p o rters at the R e p u bl i ca n.Du ri n g
her tw e lve years at the paper,her “b i g g e s t
s t o ry”—by which she means the one that
got the most re s p on s e—was about a
s q u i r rel that scurried up to a local mini-
m a rt eve ry morning and re c e i ved a
doughnut from the ca s h i e r.H a m e r, a l on g
with a colleague and her editor,Tom Mar-
t i n , re p o rted a story in which the Sh e ri f f
a s s e rted that one of his supporters ha d
p e r s on a lly handed the mon ey to Ra w s on .
B u t , the art i cle went on , the support e r
said he had done no such thing, and ca ll s
to dire c t o ry assistance,an Internet search ,
and an inquiry to the secre t a ry of s t a t e
had all failed to turn up anyone in Chica go
named Lyle Ra w s on . The byline re a d
“B . C . R. St a f f, ” in part because Hamer
was pregnant with her second ch i l d ,a n d
her editor worried about re p risals from
the Sh e ri f f.Then the Pe o ri a J o u rn a lS ta r
weighed in, re p o rting on trips taken by
J oh n s on ,p a rt ly at the county’s expense,t o
the Texas town where his mistress and
n ew b o rn daughter live d .The local pro s-
ecutor asked the state’s attorn ey genera l
to investigate the all e g a t i on s .

Over the next few mon t h s , a series of
n ewspaper stories continued to

p oke holes in the Sh e ri f f ’s statements.
The Pe o ria paper,for example,d e b u n k e d
the notion that Joh n s on and Sims were
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“e xchanging pleasantri e s ”when she died.
The paper established that the Sh e ri f f
had been on the line to Pri n c e t on’s assis-
tant postmaster inquiring about the le-
g a l i ty of sending defamatory mail when
Sims had her heart attack .He ended that
ca ll to ph one for an ambulance. Si lve r-
berg re p o rted that Joh n s on’s ca m p a i g n
t re a s u rer had refused to sign an amended
re p o rt on the ra f fle that the Sh e ri f f t ri e d
to file with the elections board . M e a n-
w h i l e, the ph a n t om Lyle Ra w s on had
b e c ome a joke around tow n .The Bure a u
C o u n ty R e p u bl i ca n ran a ca rt o on , a take-
o f f on the “Wh e re’s Wa l d o ? ”s e ri e s ,t h a t
s h owed the Sh e ri f f holding a micro s c o p e
to a map of Ill i n o i s , a b ove the ca p t i on
“Wh e re’s Lyl e ? ” At one point, t h i n g s
l o oked so bleak for Joh n s on that he was
ru m o red to have committed suicide,u n t i l
the local radio station announced that he
was ve ry mu ch alive .

Neve rt h e l e s s ,when I arri ved in Pri n c e-
t on last January—almost a year aft e r
Si m s ’s death—Sh e ri f f J oh n s on was fe e l-
ing cock s u re and Si lve rberg looked sheep-
i s h. Si lve rberg and his colleagues had
begun to fear that the attorn ey genera l’s
i nve s t i g a t i on , then six months old, h a d
fiz z l e d . And earlier that month J oh nson
had claimed a victory of s o rts when he
was acquitted of assaulting his nineteen-
year-old daughter. She had filed ch a r g e s
a fter a summer incident in which her fa-
t h e r, f u rious because she’d had her ton g u e
p i e rc e d , flipped her upside down inside
his squad ca r. When the case came to
t ri a l , h ow eve r, she proved to be a re l u c-
tant witness, and the pro s e c u t i on lost.
Si lve rberg was standing outside the
c o u rt ro om ,n o t e b o ok in hand,with other
re p o rt e r s , and Joh n s on singled him out.
“D a v i d , you know I have nothing to say
to yo u , ” he said. The next day, J oh n s on
d e l i ve red another written statement to
the News Tri b u n eand the Bureau County
R e p u bl i ca n, w h i ch both papers pri n t e d
in full . The Sh e ri f f again suggested that
the all e g a t i ons against him were “p o l i t i ca l
attempts to smear me, ” and went on to
name his political enemies, a m ong them
a local judge, the pro s e c u t o r, the coron e r,
and the editor Tom Mart i n ,o f the Bu-
reau County R e p u bl i ca n. But he save d
his harshest re m a rks for Si lve rb e r g.

“One of the most journ a l i s t i ca lly
shoddy tactics taken by David Si lve r-
b e r g, ” the Sh e ri f f wro t e, “is that aft e r
a ny art i cl e, even about my personal life

on ly, he has reminded readers of the full
l i t a ny of eve ry all e g a t i on ever made
about me. I sometimes wonder if t h e
News Tri b u n e is a newspaper or a his-
t o ry paper. Most shameful is that he
keeps repeating that Thetis Sims died 
in my pre s e n c e . E ven Coroner Janice
Wa m h o f f, a democrat political fanatic
in my opinion , found that Thetis died
f rom natural ca u s e s . . . .David Si lve rb e r g
has been on a crusade to bring me
d ow n . ”J oh n s on con cluded by saying he
would not have “a ny further com m e n t s
on these matters.”When I stopped by to
request an interv i ew, his ch i e f d e p u ty
and loy a l i s t ,Bob Bri t t ,g ru f fly explained,
“We’ve got too mu ch bad stuff f rom the
p re s s .We’re not going to talk to anyon e . ”

Si lve rberg was made uncom f o rt a b l e
by the Sh e ri f f ’s word s ,a n d , at least ini-
t i a lly, begged off talking with me. “I
d on’t want to be the center of a t t e n t i on , ”
he told me.“I re a l i ze I’m in the middle of
i t , and I guess there’s nothing I can do. ”

On July 28th, a grand jury indicted
J oh n s on on four fe l ony counts,

charging him with falsely re p o rting in
ca m p a i g n - finance documents that he
had paid som e one named Lyle Ra w s on
tw e lve thousand dollars and with de-
s t roying documents relating to the ra f fle .
I f c onv i c t e d ,J oh n s on , who has pleaded
not guilty to all ch a r g e s , could face up to
five years in pri s on . He had been asked
in advance by the assistant attorn ey gen-
e ral handling the case to surrender him-
s e l f on the Fri d ay the indictment was is-
s u e d , but he ch o s e, i n s t e a d , to leave tow n
and visit his family in Wa s h i n g t on St a t e .
On a tip from a Pe o ria J o u rn a l S tar re-
p o rter who’d spoken with one of J oh n-
s on’s re l a t i ve s , the Sh e ri f f was arrested in
Po rt l a n d ,O re gon , and spent the night in
jail before posting a ten-thousand-doll a r
b on d . (The same re l a t i ve, who asked for
a n onym i ty, told the J o u rn a l S tar t h a t
J oh n s on was headed for Mexico.) Eve n
those who didn’t believe that the Sh e ri f f
was planning to skip the country fe l t
that his behavior reeked of a r ro g a n c e .
“People here ro lled their eye s , ” a loca l
radio re p o rter told me.

J oh n s on is now back in Pri n c e t on ,s t i ll
s e rving as sheriff—a position he will lose
i f c onv i c t e d . No trial date has been set.
The attorn ey general is investigating fur-
ther all e g a t i on s , and Joh n s on also faces a
civil suit filed by Thetis Si m s ’s daughter
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M e l i s s a , w h i ch contends that he ca u s e d
her mother’s death. The suit asserts that
the Sh e ri f f d i s t ributed the defamatory
l e t t e r,a lleging that a young man told a po-
lice officer that he stuffed the missive into
e nvelopes at the request of the Sh e ri f f.
The suit also contends that Joh n s on failed
to perf o rm C.P. R. ,w h i ch was part of h i s
d u ty as a law-enforcement offic e r.

A ll of this has brought an unaccus-
t omed amount of a t t e n t i on to Pri n c e-
t on , most of it unw e l c om e . “E ve ryon e’s
a s h a m e d , ” one businessman told me.
“But we feel good som e on e’s exposed
h i m . ”U n d e n i a b ly, the scandal has ener-
g i zed local journ a l i s t s . A few mon t h s
a go,as the story was still unfolding, I vis-
ited Hamer at her offic e, w h e re she took
a ph one ca ll from a source at the court-
house who’d heard more scuttlebutt
about Joh n s on .She spoke soft ly beca u s e,
as she later explained, the sports editor’s
w i fe is the county cl e rk . As she was
about to hang up, I heard her tell her
s o u rc e, “T h a n k s ,D e e p, ” as if she were a
Bob Wo o d w a rd pro t é g é e . Hamer put
o f f leaving the R e p u bl i can for a higher-
p aying job,b e cause she wanted to see the
s t o ry through to the end. “It was a per-
s onal thing for re p o rters here to fin i s h
what Thetis start e d , ” Hamer told me.

Hamer has since left the paper, b u t
Si lve rberg is still in his office across the
s t re e t . The young re p o rters at the La

Sa lle News Tri b u n e h a ve looked to the
ve t e ran for advice and inspira t i on . An d
his stories about the Sh e ri f f — a l ong with
the stories from the Bureau County R e -
p u bl i ca n— h a ve already formed the be-
ginning of a coll e c t i on at the local his-
t o ri cal society.Si lve rb e r g,t h o u g h ,s e e m s
u n f a zed by his bri e f fling as cru s a d i n g
i nve s t i g a t i ve re p o rt e r, and he seems well
a w a re that for all the accolades tossed his
w ay by neighbors and friends he re a lly
d i d n’t expose all that mu ch . That was
l e ft to the other papers and to the attor-
n ey genera l’s inve s t i g a t o r s . But Si lve r-
berg was the first to write about the sus-
p i c i ons raised by Si m s , and in journ a l i s m
being first means a lot. Si lve rberg says
that people now come to him with al-
leged dirt on one politician or another,
expecting him to dig. “I think beca u s e
t h ey’ve seen what I can do, t h ey think
I’m capable of things I’m not ca p a b l e
o f, ” he said. “I do the best I can to keep
up with the news in Bureau County. ”

“D a ve pro b a b ly re a ched as far as he
wanted to re a ch , ” his editor, L i n d a
Kl e c zew s k i , told me. “It was a stra n g e
road for Dave to foll ow. ”I n d e e d , Si lve r-
berg seems re l i eved to have the story be-
hind him. The last time I spoke with
h i m ,he was off to a county board meet-
i n g. “I don’t think I ever talked with yo u
mu ch about county board re d i s t ri c t i n g, ”
he said. “T h a t’s one of my favori t e s . ” ♦
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“ Your pri o rities ch a n ge once you get a new toy. ”
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